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C C N R  D I G E S T  

WE are an year oldé. 

Only when the last tree has 

died  

And the last river been     

poisoned  

And the last fish caught   

Will we realize that we cannot 

eat money  

            - Proverb of Cree tribe 

We started a year back to bring out CCNR Digest and four issues roled out from CCNR shelf. The New Year has 

come with more experience and vigour to herald a lot more changes. We are no exception. Few projects got        

completed and few are on. A little compositional changes also happened among the staff. However our core activity 

remained glued to the vision and mission of the Centre that is aligned to that of the Institute. 

During the past three months our outreach saw a quantum jump with participation in more trainings and exchange 

visits. We had a good participation in other Centre's activities. The CLHT conducted programmes for NEIFM in 

northeast Indian states of Assam and Tripura that saw our presence.  We were also hand in hand with CHG. A      

challenging task assigned by the forest department to cover 36 VFCs for imparting training under the Samruda 

Hasiru Grama Yojane could be completed with the help of two NGOs CORDEA and SEED. Mr. R. Jagannatha Rao 

and Mrs. Nandini did not leave any stones unturned to get the task accomplished. Similar is the case where CCNR 

had to conduct a pilot baseline study in four newly proposed sites for establishment of MPCA. Dr. C.R Jawahar did a 

marvelous job almost single handedly. The dry zone biodiversity project too had a similar story to narrate.  

Dr. Abdul Kareem had presented at KaMPA a project proposal for integrated health management in few villages 

around Bangalore. This was well appreciated by the experts. Originally mooted from CCNR this project will now be 

anchored at CHG and CLHT. 

Dr. D Saha has taken over the mantle of long term threat assessment project. This project is supervised and guided by 

eminent conservationist Shri. D K Ved. Shri. B S Somasekhar is putting all his energy to articulate and guide it in the 

right trajectory. 

A very satisfying achievement is the conduct of Village Botanist programme in Chhatisgarh  by Mrs. Deepa. Her vast 

experience in organizing the programme has seen an active participation from the healers and other participants. 

Mr. Jagannatha Rao has spent a lot of time in getting the PBR workshop report streamlined and a video produced. 

Shri. Darshan Shankar and Dr. Padma Venkat had virtually poured their time and energy to make it a fine product. 

The publication process of Sustainable harvesting manual is in a much advance stage where Mr. Suresh and           

Mr. Jagannatha Rao are breaking their head. There has also been a task of redoing CCF-II report as desired by the 

ministry and UNDP which is also being earnestly taken up by Mrs. Deepa G.B and Jagannatha Rao. This too is in the 

final stages of completion. Meanwhile Mr. Martin put together a compilation on the plants of Dampa Tiger Reserve 

as part of the Mizoram medicinal plant project. 

CCNR provided over 100 photographs on the biodiversity elements of India particularly north east region to CEE for 

consideration to use it in the Biodiversity express train exhibition planned for the CoP11. We do hope few of them 

may be useful for it. 

We have been associated with CEI in trainings and teachings. This association has resulted in lectures to MCC and 

Christ University.  The propagation work on the medicinal plants showed some progress by the germination of    

Embelia ribes, Stereospermum colais, Limonia acidissima, Rhus acuminata and Stixis suaveolens.                          

Mrs. Geetha Suresh takes pride in seeing her efforts bearing fruits. 

CCNR has not been part of the FRLHT CoE programme till this plan period. As the new plan period ushers we   

propose to be in the team and accordingly had submitted the proposal to the director CoE programme Sri. D K Ved 

who has kindly included the same in the next 5 year plan proposal.  Hope we get a chance to be on board.  

As we are implementing the GEF supported MoEF programme in three Indian states we had brought to you updates 

in the previous issues. In this issue too you will see substantial references to this programme. The species selected to 

cover in this issue i.e. Illicium griffithii is one of the GSMP identified under this project which has great bearing on 

the livelihood of the tribal community in West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh. In this issue we are                

introducing a great personality from the same state who has helped us in many ways. Please turn to back cover for 

details.  

My colleague Suresh has endeavored to join pieces from our Centreôs activities over the past three months and make 

the publication of this issue possible. We do hope this issue will also get the same support that you have been   

providing. 

Happy reading! 

       Dr. K. Haridasan 
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C C N R  D I G E S T  

      - Mrs. Geetha Suresh 

 

A seed herbarium (SH) is a standardized collection of seed specimens that has a practical value to the seed 

analyst in aiding identification and for visual comparison of seeds.  

 

While collecting seeds for SH, one has to remember to collect the 

seeds at full maturity from a positively identified plant. This is       

because the seed alone may not be identifiable by itself. 

 

Depending on the size of the seeds, the number of seeds displayed in 

SH may vary, but generally 5 ï 25 seeds will be sufficient for display. 

 

Storing the collected seeds is best done in clear plastic/glass           

containers with neat and clear labeling. The label should definitely 

give details such as Family name, Generic name, Species name and 

Author citation. It can also give other details like date and place of 

collection, collectors name and seed dimensions. 

 

The collections in SH are generally arranged family wise for easy retrieval. For             

convenience when the collections are not many these can also be done alphabetically.  

 

The US National Seed Herbarium is the worldôs largest taxonomic seed collection. It was started in 1898 and 

it contains 120,000 seed and fruit samples 

 

The Centre for Herbal Gardens and Landscaping along with CCNR has initiated setting up of a SH and is 

currently in possession of seeds of around 200 species of medicinal plants belonging to about 60 families. 

This obviously has multi utility and will serve divergent user groups in the long run. 

 

Currently, this herbarium is maintained by Mrs. Geetha Suresh with help from other team members of the 

Institute.  

Seed Herbarium - a new initiative at I -AIM  

I-AIM in National Amla Mission     

The I-AIM collaborated with the National Amla Mission of National Medicinal Plant Board, Ministry of Health and   

Family Welfare, GoI. As part of this collaboration Indian Institute of Horticulture Research (IIHR), Bangalore    

organsied series of TV and Radio talks, Fairs and community interaction. Mr. Jagannatha Rao From CCNR        

delivered two Television talk on DD-9 (Chadana channel) in the programme called Hello Geleyare, Sasya        

Sanjivini  Bettada Nelli Kaayi live phone in programme on 11th and 25th March at 8.30 to 9 am. Dr. Giirish Kumar 

from   Center for Education Innovation (CEI) accompanied him. Mr. Jagannatha Rao also delivered two radio talk 

on All India Radio, Bangalore in the programme called Sasya Sanjivini live phone in during 8 to 8.30 pm on 8th and 

29th March 2012. In one of this progrmme he was accompanied by Dr. Kumar from CEI.  

Terminalia myriocarpa Van 
Heurck & Mull.Arg. 

Aristolochia indica L. 
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Haridasan in Christ University 

The Christ University recently organized a refresher course for their botany 

faculty. Along with members from CEI team Dr. Haridasan took part in the 

refresher course and gave lecture on medicinal plant conservation, sustainable 

harvesting, relevance of herbarium and taxonomy in conservation of         

biodiversity. 

CCNR in the National level workshop organized by KFD 

CCNR was given opportunity for exhibiting the Poster on Community to 

Community Training (CTCT), sustainable collection models and other   

publications from the I-AIM -FRLHT during the National level workshop on 

Strengthening of Livelihoods for Sustainable Management of Forests     

organized by Karnataka Forest Department (KFD) at Bangalore on          

16th - 18th Feb, 2012 with the collaboration of Japan International            

Cooperation Agency (JICA). We were the only institution given stall along 

with 13 JICA Project States (Forest Department) to display their       

achievement under the theme of Sustainable Forest Management. The    

exhibition was coordinated by Mr. Jagannatha Rao, Mr. Suresh and        

Mrs. Nandini from CCNR. In the Technical session of the workshop,     

Shri. Shivana Gowda, Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 

from KFD made Presentation for Karnataka State and highlighted the role 

of I-AIM in capacity building of 105 Joint Forest Management  Committees 

(JFMCS) and 1800 Village Forest Committee (VFC) members and      

Frontline staff of Forest Department on Sustainable harvesting through 

Community to Community Training Programme.  

CCNR teamed up with Center for Local Health Traditions (CLHT) 

Dr. Haridasan participated in NEIFM Training programmes on documentation at      

Guwahati and Agartala. 

CLHT organized week long training programmes in northeastern states. Dr. Haridasan 

took part in Assam and Tripura states where he has given lectures on Biodiversity of 

the region with special reference to the concerned state, conservation of medicinal 

plants and taxonomic identification of medicinal plants. There has also been detailed 

interaction with forest officials, teachers and healers during the events. During the visit 

few medicinal plants have also been 

collected and added to our institutes 

collection. 

CCNR shares its experiences with students 

In the usual style of working CCNR through the CEI, I-AIM got in touch with 

Mount Carmel College who are in need of an exposure visit to know more on 

conservation of medicinal plants and the concept of medicinal plant          

conservation area. The students were taken to Savandurga Medicinal Plants 

Conservation Area (MPCA) where they got a first-hand experience of      

identifying medicinal plants and their sustainable utilization. The local village 

botanist Mr. Muthaia acted as guide and explained resource utilisation and 

impact of MPCA. The trip was coordinated by Mr. Suresh and Dr. Haridasan 

from CCNR and Dr. Nair and Dr. Girish Kumar from CEI on 4th Feb 2012. A 

total of 35 students benefited from this. 



P A G E  4  

Research and other field activities  

C C N R  D I G E S T  

Dr. C. R. Jawahar completes Base Line Studies for New MPCAs 
 

As part of the final phase of the Base Line Survey Project of the Karnataka Forest          

Department, discussions were held on 24th January, 2012 with KFD officials at Belgaum, 

and on 6th and 22nd February, 2012, at Kanakumbi. Subsequently, a Community Interaction 

Study has been arranged at Amgaon forest, during 6th to 9th February, 2012 in collaboration 

with the Kanakumbi Range of the Belgaum Forest Division. The Community programme 

was attended by 30 persons including VFC members and Nativaidyas. Information on 66 

medicinal plants known to the Gowli community residing in Amgaon forest has been     

collected from the participants. 

 

Base Line Studies had been conducted in the prioritized Amagaon beat of the Betne      

Section, during 21st ï 24th February, 2012. Logistic support has been provided by the KFD 

team lead by Mr. Mahesh B. Kallur, Deputy RFO of the Betne section. Information has 

been collected from 22 randomly selected points, using a GPS. The four days of survey, 

resulted in the tabulation of information on 65 species.        

Population Studies on Persea macrantha   

Two surveys were conducted by Dr. Jawahar, in January and March, at the Charmady MPCA in the Belthangadi 

Range of the Mangaluru Division to conduct Population and Regeneration studies on Persea macrantha (family 

Lauraceae). The MPCA is situated between 130 04.026 N Latitude and 750 26. 074 E Longitude and between  

130 04.630 N Latitude and 750 28. 077 E Longitude. Staff members of the Belthangadi Forest Range and local    

community members extended great support for the study. A total of ten quadrats with the size of 50 x 50 meters 

each were surveyed during the quarter on 16 ï 19th Jan and 19 ï 23rd March 2012. Current field status on the 

number of Persea macrantha individuals, height, girth, phenophase and recruits were carefully studied and    

documented. 

Mizoram project progress 

The medicinal plant database of Mizoram is in good progress where, literatures were reviewed and data was 

collected for more than 1500 plants with its morphological traits, family, local names and medicinal properties 

and so on. During this quarter two field visits were carried out and observations made by Dr. Haridasan on   

medicinal plant distribution and phenology. He has also collected ample number of fruits, seeds and plant   

specimens, for germination and herbarium respectively. In addition a number of photographs for the project has 

also been taken. Dr. Venu from CII is coordinating the programme.   

Japanese delegation thrilled to be with CCNR. 

In January TRAFFIC India and TRAFFIC Japan together brought a team to  

India to expose them to MPCAs, sustainable harvesting practices and value   

addition leading to livelihood development programmes coordinated by CCNR 

in southern India. After visiting the sites in savandurga, Madurai and Bangalore 

the team expressed their full satisfaction and overwhelmed by the community 

participation in these areas. The visit to CCD and LSS was remarkable and they 

felt that the time they had is too short for the visit.  They have uploaded their 

notes  in two pages of their websites for which the links are as below. 

http://www.trafficj.org/theme/medicinal/fairwild/fieldwork_01.html 

http://www.trafficj.org/theme/medicinal/fairwild/fieldwork_02.html 

http://www.trafficj.org/theme/medicinal/fairwild/fieldwork_01.html
http://www.trafficj.org/theme/medicinal/fairwild/fieldwork_02.html
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GEF Updates  

Deepa & Haridasan conducted 3rd level VB Course 

Under GEF project, the Village Botanists course is being organized in three states viz., Arunachal    

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Uttarakhand. For the participants of Chhattisgarh, 2 levels of the course 

were organized earlier. The 3rd level of the course facilitates the participants to understand various 

aspects of medicinal plants through ófield visitô from 27th Feb - 3rd March 2012. During this level, 

visits were organized to various biodiversity regions such as different  

forest types, protected areas, medicinal plants conservation areas, etc.  The 

participants were exposed to hands-on experience on field identification, 

vegetation monitoring, documentation of traditional knowledge, collection of herbarium specimen, 

raw drugs, etc. They also visited medicinal plants gardens, nurseries, herbal formulation            

manufacturing units and Indira Gandhi Agriculture University. The participants had an opportunity 

to share, exchange and learn the experiences and success stories of biodiversity conservation 

through interstate visit to Madhya Pradesh.   

Dr. M. Abdul Kareem , Project Manager, UNDP-GEF project jointly coordinated the  5th Project 

Steering Committee meeting along with MoEF and UNDP on 13th February 2012 at Corbett Nation-

al Park. Uttarakand. He presented the Action Taken Report of the project and the progress of the project.  On 14th February, there 

was a workshop on the methodology for preparation of the Bio-cultural protocol with the various stake holders.  In which,       

Dr. Kareem participated and shared his experience.  

Dr. M. Abdul Kareem,  Project Manager, UNDP-GEF project along with the Project Monitoring Officer visited SMPB Itanager 

to discuss and finalize the two yearsô work plan of the project. 

Developing ñLong Term Strategy for Threat Assessment  and  Monitoring Conservation Status of 

Medicinal Plants in Indiaò 

This project was awarded to FRLHT by UNDP, New Delhi on 26th December 2011. This project seeks for a strong plan and 

strategy for threat assessment of the Indian Medicinal plants and monitoring the conservation status of MAPs. This study   

envisages evolving an effective strategy with a participatory approach. As a response to our request five regional/national   

institutes viz., The North Eastern Regional Institute of Science and Technology (NERIST), Arunachal Pradesh, Regional Plant 

Resource Centre (RPRC), Bhubaneswar, GBPIHED, Almora, WII, Dehradun and TFRI, Madhya Pradesh expressed their  

willingness to participate in this project.  NERIST, Arunachal Pradesh and  RPRC, Bhubaneswar have conveyed their interest 

immediately. They have already designated the nodal officer who will further coordinate in this project.  

Currently, Dr. Debabrata Saha with help from other team members is actively engaged in the desk research under the expert 

guidance of Shri D. K. Ved and Shri Darshan Shankar. The current status reveals that 312 plant species of Indian medicinal 

plants were assessed as threatened under the IUCN criteria and categories ver-2.3 and 3.1. IUCN categories and criteria's. Red 

listed species are basically categorized under 9 different categories of which three categories viz., Critically Endangered (CR), 

Endangered (ER) and Vulnerable (VU) are kept under the threatened group. A preliminary analysis shows that a total of 18 

medicinal plant species are assessed in both CAMP exercise as well as IUCN Red list categories e.g., Amentotaxus assamica, 

Aquilaria malaccensis, Kingiodendron pinnatum, Santalum album, Taxus wallichiana, Vateria macrocarpa etc. Only 0.03% of 

the threatened medicinal plants of India (e.g. Cycas beddomei, Nymphoides macrospermum, Taxus wallichiana etc.) are     

assessed under the latest IUCN Criteria and Categories ver 3.1 which is an exhaustive way of analyzing the threat categories. 

This is done based on the population status in terms of size, the geographical range of distribution in terms of extent of       

occurrence (EOO) and area of occupancy (AOO) and their dynamics with respect to time and generations.  

CCNR helped SMPB Uttarakhand team to document the collection procedure followed during the collection of  Cinnamomum 

tamala by the Vana Panchayath members of Bodmalla.  This year 73 people were involved in the collection and within 10 days, 

collection of Tejpat leaves (Traditional system) was around 30 Quintals. This data will be supporting information to develop 

sustainable collection protocol under UNDP-GEF-GoI project. 

Process of harvesting (Traditional) of Cinnamomum tamala  Photo by SMPB Uttarakhand  
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Titbits  

C C N R  D I G E S T  

CCNRs budget and planning for the year 2012 -13 presented  

I-AIM organized a planning workshop in the School of Ancient Wisdom where we had presented the annual plan for the 

Centre incorporating valuable suggestions emerged in the workshop. A total of 10 projects on medicinal plants          

conservation and sustainable utilization are planned for implementation during this year. The budget too had been     

finalized for the year. Mrs. Deepa had worked out to get the budget properly. We appreciate the support from             

Shri. Somashekhar in finalizing the plan. The new projects other than GEF supported ones are from DBT and MoEF.  

CCNR has also requested for its inclusion in the Centre of Excellence programme lead by Shri. D. K. Ved from MoEF in 

the next five year plan. Accordingly a 5 year plan was prepared and submitted to DKV for his consideration. This was 

also presented in the Steering committee meeting of CoE held at FRLHT during Feb. 2012.       

NMBA invites expertise from CCNR 

The National Mission on Bamboo Applications, New Delhi had constituted an expert committee to look into the       

construction and establishment of a park with bamboo structures where in Dr. Haridasan has participated as an expert 

member along with Shri Sudhir Pande (former DG forests) and Dr. Suresh Kumar, Scientist, FRI. The team also visited 

IHBT , Palampadi and observed the bamboo propagation, germplasm and bamboo museum. The new bamboo museum 

constructed fully with bamboo is a master piece. We could get a few seedlings for the Institute. 

Dr. Haridasan Conducts Viva for Mizoram student. The Mizoram University (Central University) invited  Dr. 

Haridasan to conduct a Ph.D viva  for Ms. Lallawmkimi for her thesis entitled ñStudies on floristic diversity of Tawi 

Wildlife Sanctury in Aizawl District of Mizoramò. This viva conducted on 10th March has helped us  in getting better 

information on Mizoram flora and vegetation. 

Dr. Abdul Kareem, participated on behalf of the Director of I-AIM in the Governing Board meeting of KaMPA, on 

6th March 2012 at Forest Department, Bangalore. On the same day he also presented the project proposal ñDeveloping 

replicable model for Village Level Primary Health Careò to the screening committee of KaMPA.  The project proposal 

was well appreciated by the members and requested to resubmit the same with the addition of one village.  

Mr. Jagannatha Rao  presented to The PCCF, Karnataka Forest Department on concept and method of              

implementation and action plan of a new KFD-NMPB-FRLHT project on Sustainable collection, value addition,      

warehousing and marketing of 18 selected medicinal plants to be implemented at 14 JFMCs of 11 Forest divisions in 

Karnataka with the collaboration of Karnataka Forest Department (KFD). 

Mrs. Geetha Suresh cleared with distinction the Foundation Course Exam conducted by the CEI during the first 

week of February, 2012 under PhD programme 

CCNR had a meeting with Deputy Conservator of Forests and other FD staff at Sirsi. Mr. Suresh from CCNR           

participated and collected the information on availability of Garcinia gummi-gutta and other species in 15 VFCs along 

with other related data for new proposal to be submitted to NMPB with the collaboration of KFD. 

Mr. Jagannatha Rao attended the Advisory Committee meeting of Regional Center of National Afforestation and 

Eco-development Board and provided inputs on Man and animal conflict, capacity building on sustainable harvesting, 

value addition of medicinal plants. 

Mr Jagannatha Rao and Mr Suresh coordinated visit of a high level team with Pontiff Sri Ramakrishan Mutt, 

Shivanahalli, Anekal, Bangalore, Dr Yellappa Reddy, Former, Secretary, Department of Ecology, Environment and  

Forest, Government of Karnataka and representatives of Agsthya Foundation.     

Vandana says adieu 

After an year long fruitful stint with CCNR Ms. Vandana has decided to quit the service and she has moved to promote 

green health in the city. Her contributions to the Centre are largely to the project on Manipur medicinal plants and CCNR 

Digest. She has also been working on a brochure for the Centre. The Centre appreciates her support and contributions 

and look forward to continued association. We wish her a very successful career ahead.  
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Species in focus  

Illicium griffithii  Hook. f. & Thoms. is a graceful medium sized tree belonging to family 

Illiciaceae (Magnoliales) found in eastern Himalayas. Locally known as Lissi (Star anise) 

this tree is largely found in Bomdila and other areas of West Kameng district In 

Arunachal Pradesh. In Bomdila area, it is seen gregariousley along hill slopes. This 

evergreen straight boled tree with near conical canopy has dense foliage and  profuse 

branching.  

 

The leaves are arranged alternately and are generally clustered at branch tips. They are 

oblong ï elliptic to narrowly obovate ï elliptic length measuring from 5 to 12 cm and the 

width from 2 to 5 cm with prominent midrib. The young leaves are dark green and ma-

tured ones are light yellowish green in colour. Flowers are white with yellow tinge, 

creamy or light greenish - yellow.  

 

The flowering takes place from January to April, while fruiting begins from the end of April. Trees of at 

least three to four years old start to bear fruits which mature during September.  

 

In general Illicium griffithii  bears fruits once a year in alternating cycles of one good productive year 

followed by a year of poor production. The shape of the fruit is like star with radiating boat shaped 

seedpod. Usually the fruit has 11 to 13 boat shaped seedpods / carpels with incurved short beak. But 

sometimes it has upto 13-14 seedpods or carpels. 

 

Fruits of I. griffithii  are used in the pharmaceutical and spice industries. Dealers from nearby towns buy 

fruits of I. griffithii  from the local people and they sell them in the market at a higher price, with increased profit margin. Local 

people collect fruits from the forest for their supplimentary income. This has led to shrinkage of seed bank and may interrupt 

regeneration of the species. In addition to collection of fruits, trees are cut for fuelwood and other purposes, which leads to 

degradation of the forest. Govt of Arunachal Pradesh has fixed the royalty for their collection 

 

The seed pods are the economically valuable part of this species. The local people use these seed pods for various purposes 

such as flavouring tea (sweet fragrance while preparing suja-butter salted tea or nga ja-sugar tea), and to increase the strength 

of ara (local wine). Dried seedless fruit is used as incense. It is also being (Seedless fruits) used for medicinal purposes like 

curing cough, toothache and sinusitis. The seeds of Illicium griffithii  are poisonous and should be carefully removed from the 

pods. If the seeds are eaten accidentally then there is a likelihood of food poisoning. This is in sharp contrast with the seeds of 

Illicium verum (native to China and Vietnam) that are frequently eaten and used as mouth fresheners. Internationally, Illicium. 

is used as one of the major ingredients of Tami flu- a medicine that is used as a remedy for bird flu. The fruits are also used as 

aromatic stimulant (refreshment or tonic) and carminative (relieving flatulence) purposes. 

 

I-AIM with DFO Bomdila has taken up the task of developing sustainable collection models for the species under GEF       

project. This is one of the GSMPs recognized in the project. 

          - Compiled by Suresh H M   

Ph.D work of Mrs. Geetha 

 
To better understand the regeneration status of Embelia ribes, a pilot survey was conducted at Gudalur 

where a good population of this species has been observed. A few seedlings (age < 1 year) were observed 

during this survey. A detailed study is being planned to understand the survival rate of these new recruits. 

Germination and vegetative propagation trials as well as recording of phenology is being continued for 

the species included under this study. 

Germination study of a few other species was also conducted during 

this period. Seeds of two species of Rhus (R. acuminata and R.    

javanica), Vitex alt issima, Stixis suaveolens and                           

Limmonia acidissima were sown after subjecting them to various 

treatments. 95% germination was observed in Rhus acuminata. Around 80% germination was 

observed in Stixis suaveolens. Limmonia acidissima seeds, which were sown more recently, 

have also responded well and show 50% germination. It is expected that the seedlings so 

raised can  add to the gardens  collections of plants 
Rhus aciuminata 

New recruits of Embelia ribes 
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Institute of Ayurveda and Integrative Medicine  

(An expression of FRLHT)  

Mr. B S Sajwan IFS is the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) and 

Principal Secretory, Environment and Forest, Government of Arunachal        

Pradesh. He belongs to 1976 batch of the Indian Forest Service from AGMUT 
cadre. He is a distinguished forest officer with a keen interest in the medicinal 

plant sector.  He was the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of National Medicinal 

Plant Board for five years before becoming the PCCF of Arunachal Pradesh.  

During his tenure there, he has brought in several innovations and launched 

key nationwide programmes. As FRLHT has been in the forefront of medicinal 

plant conservation it is natural for us to be more closely interacting with this 

leader to get his guidance and patronage. He has been chairing few of our    

committees. With him, as the PCCF of Arunachal Pradesh which is one of the 

three GEF project states, we see a lot of scope to work for the cause of medicinal 

plant conservation .  

I-AIM is multi-disciplinary research, education 

and outreach arm of a public trust called      

Foundation for Revitalisation of Local Health 

Traditions (FRLHT). FRLHT was founded in 1993 

by Mr. Sam Pitroda and Mr. Darshan Shankar.  

 

The Ministry of Science and Technology        

recognizes the institute as a scientific and      

industrial research organisation . The Ministry of 

Environment and Forests and the Ministry of 

Health have designated it as a National Center of 

Excellence for medicinal plants and Ayurveda 

respectively.    

Mr. B.S. Sajwan -  a force to reckon with  

Friends of I -AIM  

Rural Communes  
 

Rural Communes, a Pune based NGO known for their works on rural development, multidisciplinary agriculture, rural health and 

livelihood, training, etc. I-AIM has a long association with this NGO contributing towards conservation. Under CCF II project   

Rural commune is one of the most active collaborators to implement the Home Herbal Garden (HHG) and Community Knowledge 

Register (CKR) components for the project. The HHGs they created in the tribal homes are indeed model to others. We hope to 

continue our symbiotic relation further. 

 

They can be contacted at Rural Communes # 70, 2nd floor, LIC Building,   

Anadilal Poddar Marg, Mumbai - 400 002, Maharashtra,  

 
Tel: 91-22-2085601, Fax: 91-22-2015357, Email: rcmuneer@vsnl.com  

For more information regarding the newsletter or CCNR contact suresh.m@frlht.org 

IT. support: Mr. Harish Kumar and team, CII 

C C N R  D I G E S T  


